Beauly Primary School
Parent Council

Minute of Parent Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 6th November 2012
Present: Sharon Brindle, Cllr Helen Carmichael, Colleen MacIntosh, Sandra Mackenzie (Teacher
Representative), Amanda MacLeod, Linda Mair, Fiona McQuarrie (Chair), Andrew Ritchie,
Alison Robertson, Hazel Stewart
In Attendance: Kenneth Morrison, Head Teacher; Margret MacRae, Clerk
1.

2.

3.

WELCOME
Action
Fiona McQuarrie welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received from
Jane Campbell, Isobel Crawford and Rev. Edgar Ogston.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minute of the Parent Council Meeting held on 2nd October was approved with the
following amendment:
Matters Arising – Item 8 – Jane Campbell updated the Parent Council with news
regarding the Garden Group.
Proposed - Fiona McQuarrie
Seconded – Hazel Stewart
MATTERS ARISING
 Fiona McQuarrie reported that the 30 high visibility vests had been delivered, F McQ
however, they looked rather small. It was agreed that these would be exchanged
for a larger size.
 Mr Morrison advised that a decision has not yet been reached regarding the
development of a wi-fi system for the whole school. He explained that ‘hub
points’ could be installed as a short-term solution to ensure that all pupils have
on-line access until a longer-term solution is identified.
 Mr Morrison reported that on-line access would be required for the Assessment
for Excellence programme that is undertaken by P3, P5 and P7 children. Pupil
Support Assistants will be rotated to support the administration of this
assessment.
 It was confirmed that all teaching staff had attended a training session on use of
the Smartboards. In addition CAT coaches will deliver further IT training over the
course of the school year.
 Due to restrictions in the number of questions permitted in the basic ‘Survey KM
Monkey’ package it has been necessary to review the questionnaires. It is hoped
that the revised questionnaire will be completed prior to the next Parent Council
meeting. Mr Morrison explained that due to these restrictions it would no longer
be possible to add Parent Council questions to the school’s survey. It was
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agreed that the Parent Council would therefore issue their own questionnaire.
The Parent Council will put together a number of questions and pass these on to Parent
the school who will then input these into ‘Survey Monkey’ on their behalf.
Council
 The protocol regarding sunscreen was deferred to a future meeting.
 No feedback has been received to date in relation to the feasibility study
undertaken in respect of the school buildings.
 Cllr Helen Carmichael advised that the report is currently being compiled and that
there is an allocation in the budget for development. It is hoped that this issue
will be discussed at the Highland Council Meeting in December.
 Colleen Mackintosh reported that she has not yet progressed the application to
the Discretionary Fund for the trim trail as she has come across an alternative
KM / CM
source of funding. She advised that it might be possible to put in a bid to TEC
services who have a ‘Rural Schools Playground’ fund. It was agreed to try this
source first. The school will obtain three quotes (to include the costs for any
associated groundwork / installation) and then forward these to Colleen
Mackintosh in order that she can progress the application.
 Winter Sale / Beauly Song Squad – please see Item 8 Fundraising
HEAD TEACHER’S REPORT
 Kenneth Morrison reported that a Road Safety Meeting had been arranged to
enable parents to address their concerns with Lisa MacKellaich. This was
attended by Anne Ashton and Alan Mackay. Michael Edwards and Margret
MacRae were also invited to attend as they were familiar with the difficulties
which had been encountered over the last few years. Mr Morrison explained that
the meeting was solution focused and the following ideas were suggested by Mrs
MacKellaich:
o Speed count devices will be placed at strategic points along Croyard
Road in order to collect evidence regarding the speed of vehicles
travelling up and down the road. This will identify the speed at which
an individual car is travelling but does not identify the actual car /
driver. This information will then be collated and the average speed
calculation will determine the type of solutions that may be applied.
o Speed indicator devices (SID) will be placed on the lamppost just on
the school side of the church
o The possibility of narrowing Croyard Road at the entry point to the
school. This would clarify the crossing point and also shorten the
crossing distance.
o Proactive promotion of the Safer Route once the resurfacing has been
completed
o Incentive programme such as ‘Go for It’ which would provide pupils
with rewards for using the route from Braeview Park. Pupils who
come by car along Croyard Road would not be eligible for their
reward.
 A grit spreader has been ordered by the school to assist with the clearing of the
paths of snow and ice.
 The flagpole for the Eco Flag has been partially installed. The base plate is in
place but the mount is still to be installed.
 The P1/2 and P2/3 staff are currently planning the nativity and details will be
issued shortly.
 The school will provide decorations and crackers for the Christmas Lunch. Food
for the Christmas parties will also be provided by the school.
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Mr Morrison reported that unfortunately three windows had been broken over the
weekend. The cost of replacing these is in the region of £300.
The P3/4 class went to Eden Court as part of the Education Film Festival and
very much enjoyed watching the film ‘Brave’. Children from P3 – P7 will also
shortly be going to Eden Court to see a Scottish Opera version of the Magic Flute
which has been specifically designed for younger viewers.
Suzie Dobson has resigned from her post of PE specialist providing Class
Contact Reduction (CCR) time. She is hoping to travel overseas at the beginning
of next year. Mrs Dobson has offered to provide supply cover in the interim
period. Lorna Cameron who provided RME has also been offered a post at
another school. Mr Morrison is currently in the process of negotiating a longer
term arrangement for CCR starting next year.
The Additional Support Needs Teacher may return to Beauly Primary in January
but this is still to be confirmed.
The £250 donation from the RBS Cashback scheme will be put towards the
school garden. It had been put towards playground equipment but as the
application made by Seona Fraser stated it was for the garden it is not possible
to change the use of funding for this year. The funds will now be transferred to
the School Garden Account.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
 Fiona McQuarrie, on behalf of the Parent Council congratulated Mr Morrison on
his appointment to the post of Head Teacher and reported that on behalf of the
Parent Council, she had presented Mr Morrison with a bottle of whisky. She also
thanked Linda Mair and Jane Campbell for taking part in the interview process.
 Ms McQuarrie also thanked Mr Morrison for organising the Safer Routes to
School meeting with Lisa MacKellaich.
TREASURER’S REPORT
 The Parent Council account balance stands at £1707
 Andrew Ritchie advised that the accounts are currently being audited.
SCHOOL GARDEN
 Jane Campbell reported that the balance of the School Garden account is
£1231.73 In addition to this they also have £34.64 Petty Cash, and £120 in
vouchers.
 The school garden will be open to children on Thursday lunchtimes. A rota is
currently being drawn up for classes.
 Nikki Mackenzie has undertaken some work to tidy the Bear Garden
FUNDRAISING
 It was confirmed that there would be two performances of Beauly Songsquad on
Thursday 6th December. The start times will be 1.30pm and 7.00pm. The Parent
Council agreed to serve refreshments during the interval which is anticipated to
be in the region of 20 minutes. The Parent Council will also organise a raffle.
 Pupils will make advertising posters and tickets for this event. It was agreed that
ticket prices would be £4.00 for adults, and £3 for concessions. Under 5 children
will be admitted free of charge but are required to request a ticket. This is so that Issued by
health & safety / fire regulations are adhered to in terms of capacity of the hall. It School
was confirmed that the maximum theatre capacity is 196, although 180 was office
deemed to be more comfortable. A number of free VIP tickets will be issued to
people who have given up their time to support the work of the school.
 Discussion took place on the filming of both the ‘Songsquad’ and Nativity with a
view to producing DVDs which would then be sold. The school will issue a letter
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to parents requesting written consent for their child to be filmed.
 The Parent Council will write letters of thanks to the Pipe Band, Step in Style and
the Badminton Group for kindly giving up their session on 6th December in order
to facilitate the Songsquad performances.
 Flowers to be ordered for:
o Margaret Rae (conductor)
o Helen Goodwill (piano)
o Mandy MacRae (backdrop for the stage)
o In addition flowers will also be ordered for Diane Robertson for
auditing the Parent Council accounts
 It was agreed that takings for tickets would be paid into School Fund. Any
monies raised for the raffle / refreshments etc would be paid into the Beauly
Parent Council Fund.
 Fiona McQuarrie advised that the police have been made aware of the lantern
parade which will precede the Christmas Light Switch-on. The Gala Committee
has organised a lantern making session which will take place on Saturday 24th
November at the Church Hall on Croyard Road. The cost will be £1.00 with
proceeds given to the Beauly PC Fund.
 The Winter Fair will be held from 1pm – 4pm on Thursday 29th November in the
Flat Roof Building. In addition to the enterprise stalls which the pupils are
organising the Parent Council will also provide a number of stalls. These will
include games, home baking, refreshments and a pupil only stall. The pupil only
stall will be sectioned off and allow children to purchase gifts for their parents and
other family members for £1. The Parent Council will also provide a free gift
wrapping service. The Garden Group will also provide a stall possibly selling
bulbs.
 The school will issue a newsletter to inform parents of the events currently being
arranged. In addition the Parent Council will also provide flyers for the lantern
parade, a ‘Dates for your Diary’ type flyer highlighting the various events, and
also a letter seeking volunteers and contributions for stalls.
 It was agreed that Santa and his Elf will come to the school to visit pupils and
hand out selection boxes. Date to be arranged.
 It was agreed to hold a meeting for the fundraising sub-committee on Tuesday
13th November at 6pm. This will take place at the Lovat Arms.
 Mr Morrison thanked the sub-committee for all their hard work.
AOB
 Fiona McQuarrie thanked the parent who had submitted a number of fundraising
ideas by letter.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 22nd January 2013 – 7.00pm in the school library
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